
 

 

 

 

Hello Creative Sewing Friends, 

Thank you all for tuning into our National Sewing Month shows. Thanks also to all of you who have 
been writing to share your ideas! We all learn from each other and I’m glad we’re in this growing  
and sewing journey together! If you’re new to HSN.com or this blog, be sure to take a look at my 
past blogs for project ideas, information and other website links. You may also find past blogs from 
2008 on my website.  

Even after four decades of sewing, I encountered a few new goof ups in my sewing world this month 
and wanted to share them with you so you can avoid such happenstance.  

While stitching a design on the Futura it made a horrible gut wrenching noise followed by a needle 
break. Upon analyzing the scene, I realized that my thread had slipped from the full spool and fell 
down to tangle around the base of the spool pin. Although my thread didn’t break--- (a great testimony 

to the strength of my Melrose thread) this is certainly a sewing faux pau to avoid.  

TIP--- when using a full spool of Melrose thread on the Futura’s vertical spool holder, be sure to use 
a thread net to keep the slippery threads from slipping down and tangling around the pin’s base. If 
you do not have any thread nets, you can fashion one by cutting a 4” piece of unworn ‘knee high 
pantyhose’.  

TIP---Also use a thread net on the metallic threads. Even when the metallics are positioned 
horizontally on the spool pins, the thread can over-unwind and the excess can get tangled around the 
spool pin base.  

I broke another needle because my shank screw wasn’t tight enough and the foot gradually started 
wobbling while I was stitching and the needle hit the foot. The foot snapped in two and the needle 
snapped as well. 

 TIP---Tighten all the screws with the screwdriver. Hand tightening is not strong enough!  

TIP---Use Goo Gone or Goof Off to remove the sticky residue on the underside of the embroidery 
hoop left over from the use of sticky stabilizer.  

I hope that my mistakes will encourage you regardless of how long you have been sewing. No one is 
ever perfect. All we can ever strive for is Excellence, which is doing the best we can with what we 
know and what we have at any given moment in time. So go on, start a new project and do your 
best. Do your most Excellent job and bask in the satisfaction of knowing that in every moment, you 
gave it your all!!! 
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1) Can I use the walking foot for quilting and the embroidery foot for free motion 

work on the Brother HE 240? Yes, the Brother HE240 has a low shank so the walking foot 
will work on both machines. For free motion work on the HE240, attach the embroidery foot, 
remove the embroidery arm and drop the feed dog. (switch is on the lower backside of the 
free arm)  

2) When is the Felting Machine going to be on again? At this point there are no scheduled 
airings for the felting machine. It will continue to be available on HSN.com.  

3) I didn’t get the DVD with my 7470, what can I do? You should have received a “Quick 
Start DVD” with your machine. It is packaged in a white sleeve and may have been 
accidentally discarded with the styrofoam and packaging. You can go online to Singer at  
http://www.singerco.com/accessories/manuals.html and download the 7470 manual for FREE.  

4) My alligator has no back legs, what do I do? I tried to 
stitch the alligator with three stitch length adjustments and 
each one of my alligators was missing a back leg too! It seems 
as though there is a data input glitch on the mother boards. I’ll 
check this out with Brother and post the answer next month.  

5) Is there any way to get the Brother Embroidery Cards 
on HSN? Right now the buyers are working with the vendor to 
try to make them available. Check back in a month or two.  
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