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Hello Sewing Friends,

The cool air has blown in and weOre off to the races of finishing projects in time for the Holidays.
Felting is once again the star referee uniting crafters and sewers from all walks of life. We will
continue to carry the felting machine on HSN.comSinger” Felting and Embellishing Machine with
Value Pack Item: 375-473 . You can punch yarns, silk ribbons, feathers and lightweight silks into
almost any apparel to add surface interest and a unique design element.

This month | received many e-mails asking about free-standing lace designs andyouOlsee how
easy it is to whip up a personalized, embroidered Lingerie Laundry Bag as a last minute gift. Be
sure to also check our projects section.

Many of you brought it to my attention th at the 4700 Font link is no longer active. | will not be able

to post any links on this blog moving forward but | can suggest that you use your search engine to
look for OFont BonanzaO to find a new downloadable site. While weOre on the search engine topiou
can also type in OFree Clip ArtO or OFree Embroidery Designs©QFree Standing Lace Designs€lc. to
access a menu helping you locate whatever it is you are looking for.

Be sure to take stretching breaks from sewing. It is never a good idea to stand or sit in the same
position for too longE..no matter how much fun youOre having! So get up, bend backwards,
sideways, forward and S-T-R-E-T-C-H! Remember to stretch your face too!
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Free Standing Lace Designs make beautiful ornaments for Tree Decorations, flourishes for gift packages ,
home accent bowls  or unique additions for floral arrangements , appligues and even hair accessories. The
designs have been sp ecifically digitized to stay together on their own after all the stabilizer has been

washed away. The threads 0 verlap each other and are stitched in a way that keeps all the threads

attached to one another filling the spaces with what looks like a cross me sh of lace making them Ostand -
aloneO. There are a few tricks to ensure good results

1) Use two layers of light or one layer of  heavy water soluble stabilizer,
2) Match the bobbin thread color to the upper thread,

3) Use specifically digitized O free standing lac e designs Gn your embroidery machineOs format

4) Use only designs that fit your hoop size --- not too small or it could stretch the stabilizer and ruin
the design.
5) When the se wing is complete, simply unhoop, wash away all of the stabilizer and dry flat

In the downloaded examples below, | used a heavy
water soluble on the bottom, a very light fine weave
tule in the middle and a lightweight soluble on top.

That sandwich gave me great results! By using a fine
tule ororganza sandwiched between the two layers of
wash away stabilizer,  you do eliminate actual cut -out

work but youOll gain a more stable free standing lace.
The air -light tule will help to hold the design together

by eliminating any holes between stitching lines  after
all the stabilizer has beenwa  shed away. Simply trim
away the excess tule from around the edges and

display!
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92 What size needles do | use when 1Om embroidering’?

:2'Your FUTURA comes with an assortment of needles for both wovens and stretch. | have the best success

with the 14/90 for most embroidery, incl uding those done with my Melrose thread. When you are
embroidering a knit, use the ballpoint needles to avoidd piercing the fine elastic threads. Remember to change
them when you change projects or fabric types.

QZ My thread is shredding. What am | doing wrong?

A if youOreusing a 40 weight tri -lobal polyester and are experiending shredding, loosen the tension a bit. |
often embroider with my tension all the way to O0O. It doesn@AVE to be on OEQL have to admit that when |
use rayon thread on the FUTURA, | am also frustrated with shredding and disappointed with the results.
Rayon is not as strong for high speed embroidery and the FUTURA really hauls butt when embroidering. If
youOre using the size 11/80 needle, move up to a larger size such as the £/90 or even the 16/100 if your
fabric is extra heavy or the stitches are very dense. You may want to try my Melrose Polyester thread. It is a
commercial grade thread available for home use in value packs.I
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