
 

 

 

 

Hi Sewing Friends, 

I always find myself in a race against time when August comes screeching in. There are all the last 
minute summer alterations and remakes along with fall’s set of projects filling up my ‘wanna-do’ list.  

Don’t let unfinished business from your past dreams keep you from conjouring up another challenge. 
Simply pack away any unfinished business in pastels for the following spring. By then you will have 
new inspiration to infuse into it!   

Last week I was browsing through a women’s fashion store and stumbled on an interesting fringed 
scarf. In addition to the eye-catching color combination (Caribbean greens and blues) the weave had 
layered cut out and frayed areas adding textural interest. It was too bulky for a belt and too heavy (in 

Florida) for a head wrap but too unusual to leave behind so I purchased the scarf priced at $16.00. In 
my sewing studio I realized that there were several remnants of fabric that coordinated nicely with 
the gypsy pashmina. A deep blue piece of Dupioni Silk and a chartreuse scrap of chiffon along with 
my newfound neck wrap was all the inspiration I needed to get started on the gypsy-hobo-pirate 
blouse. I’ll admit that I put this together and let it be for a few days while I chewed on the obstacles. 

 



Problem: The body was too boxy and darts would interrupt the surface design in the fabric. 
Solution: Add an inside casing and elastic to cinch the waist and preserve the surface design 
Problem: The sleeves were too long, predictable and boring.  
Solution : Gather the sleeve on the crease and add a placket to secure in place. 
Problem: Shirt not large enough for Front bands to overlap all the way down.  
Solution: Fold back the neck opening corners and omit overlap. Add buttons for interest. 
Problem: Executing front  bands closure. Zipper? String? Frogs? 
Solution: TABS to match the sleeve plackets !!! 
                                                                                
Some designer can conceptualize a complete ensemble in their minds and sketch it out flawlessly. For 
others,  it’s a process. Either way, it’s a satisfying journey that will stretch your thinking and surprise 
you. Take it one step at a time and let the fabrics, colors and textures speak to you (along with logic) 
while you work. Try to imagine a balance that represents your point of view and is pleasing to you. 
It’s impossible to make a mistake. Any goof up is a new design opportunity and solutions can be 
worked into your unique piece. Don’t be afraid to mix and match pattern pieces when you’re starting 
out. Measure twice, cut once! It will also help to have a dress form and a full length mirror. Savor the 
time it takes to make your masterpiece. It will be unlike any other and well worth the effort.  
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